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were by far the largest in number were accommodated
in large dormitory-like guest rooms.

A new feature which in the beginning caused some
headache to the management and which was later satis-
factorily met, was the influx of permanent settlers, parti-
cularly from the West, who applied for permanent lodg-
ings or sites for cottages. The Ashram ground is too
restricted to permit the building of a large number of
cottages for individual settlers, who are used to spread
themselves in more than one room with separate kitchen
and bathroom. After permitting the first Westerner to
build his own cottage, the pinch began to be felt when a
flood of demands for sites followed. The prospect fright-
ened the authorities, and made them put down their foot
and reject them all.

By 1941 the overflow became so intense that the
devotees, who till then had scattered themselves as best
they could : some in the town and some on the hill or in
a neighbouring forest-like garden known by the name of
Palakottu, acquired many acres of land near the Ashram
which they divided among themselves in plots, on which
they built their small houses. In the space of five years,
this grew into a new township entirely independent of,
and free from, the Ashram authority or management. In
it lived many sadhakas, some singly and some with their
families. This colony is now known by the name of
Ramananagar, after the name of Sri Bhagavan, and has
its own Post Office.

The only place which till 1946 remained unaltered
was the old tiled-roofed darsan Hall in which the Master
lived, slept and received the streams of visitors. It was